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Objective

▪ Demonstrate the unique perspective of prairie businesses regarding sustainability.

▪ Identify means to support small and medium-sized enterprise (SME) sustainability.



Sustainability
in Canada



Canadian Drivers

92% of buying organizations 
require supplier disclosure

—
33% suppliers not yet

reporting will in next three years
—

50% lead to new business
—

32% improves
recruiting and retention

—
31% improved access to financing

BDC (Business Development Canada). (2023).

Small business left out of big contracts

without ESG reporting: BDC study.



Prairie Research
Methodology



Reaching

Prairie SMEs

Based on Canadian Standards 
Association Guidance Document

—
21 Associations

—
1,400 Business Members

—
Research funded by Trace

Canadian Standards Association, 2023.  SPE-16:23 
Environmental, social, and governance (ESG) and sustainable 

development goals (SDGs) guidance for associations.



Discovering 

Member 

Expectations

Objective
—

Format
—

Content



Research Results



Existing

Western Canadian 

Participation in 

Sustainability 

Programs



Prairie

Business

Advantages

of Operating 

Sustainably



Prairie 

Sustainability 

Training

Seeking tool kits,
guidelines, and metrics

—
Application to their business

—
How to develop

a sustainability program
—

Preferred learning styles



Interpretation and 
Recommendations



Environmental Science, Engineering, and Management Consulting



Environmental Science, Engineering, and Management Consulting



Research
Dissemination

It’s an excellent piece

of research, and has some

rich insights… [the] work 

deserves wide attention!

YVONNE JEFFRY, M.Sc., SASB FSA Credential Holder

CSSB Board Member

White Paper

—

Over 60 Points of Contact

—

49 Associations and

Chambers of Commerce

—

Canadian Sustainability

Standards Board



Environmental Science, Engineering, and Management Consulting

JACQUELINE GORMAN,
M.Sc., MBA, P.Geo., S.E.A., FSA Credential Holder

Partner, Principal Scientist

jgorman@traceassociates.ca

1.877.418.7223

QUESTIONS?

We’re Here to Help.
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